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SUBJECT: STATUS OF DEEP SEABED MINING BILLS 
REF: PARIS 29885 (NOTAL) MADRID 8828 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. NO FURTHER CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON DEEP SEA- 
BED MINING LEGISLATION IS LIKELY UNTIL AFTER CONGRESS RE- 
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CONVENES NEXT YEAR. A BILL IS NOT RPT NOT EXPECTED TO 
REACH THE PRESIDENT S DESK UNTIL AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF 
THE NEXT LOS SESSION. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN THE SENATE, S.2053, S.2085, AND S.2168 INTRODUCED 
RESPECTIVELY BY SENATORS METCALF, WEICKER, AND STEVENS ARE 
STILL BEFORE THE SENATE ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES COM- 
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MITTEE. THE THREE BILLS ARE EXPECTED TO BE INTEGRATED INTO 
A SINGLE BILL WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE SENATE COM- 
MERCE COMMITTEE AND THEN MADE THE SUBJECT OF A JOINT REPORT 
BY THE SENATE ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE COMMERCE 
COMMITTEES. SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE WILL BE 
GRANTED A SEQUENTIAL REFERRAL FOR 30 LEGISLATIVE DAYS TO 
TAKE ACTION ON A BILL. THE SENATE PUBLIC WORKS HAS A RE- 
FERRAL ON S.2085 BUT IT IS UNCLEAR WHAT ACTION, IF ANY. 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON THAT REFERRAL. IN ADDITION, THE BILLS 

MAY BE REFERRED TO THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE. ACCORD- 
INGLY, IT APPEARS THAT VOTING ON SENATE FLOOR COULD NOT 
OCCUR UNTIL MID-MARCH 1978 AT THE VERY EARLIEST. 

3. ON OCTOBER 26, THE HOUSE INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE REPORTED OUT H.R. 3350, THE MURPHY-BREAUX BILL, 
SUBSTANTIALLY AS WRITTEN EXCEPT FOR THE DELETION OF AN IN- 
DUSTRY INVESTMENT GUARANTEE PROVISION. THE HOUSE INTER- 
NATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE WAS GIVEN A REFERRAL UNTIL 
FEBRUARY 10. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS 
COMMITTEE WILL ALSO BE REFERRED ALL OR A PORTION OF THE 
BILLS. HENCE, VOTING IN THE HOUSE IS UNLIKELY TO OCCUR BE- 
FORE MARCH, 1978. 

4. THE ADMINISTRATION HAS ALREADY CONVEYED QUOTE PRELIMI- 
NARY VIEWS UNQUOTE TO CONGRESSIONAL STAFF CONCERNED WITH 
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THE MARK-UP OF THE VARIOUS BILLS IN THIS SESSION OF THE 
CONGRESS. THE ADMINISTRATION IS REFINING AND ELABORATING 
A MORE DETAILED POSITION SUPPORTING DEEP SEABED MINING 
LEGISLATION. AS THIS PROCESS UNFOLDS, WE SHALL BE CONSULT- 
ING WITH INTERESTED EMBASSY PERSONNEL IN WASHINGTON, CON- 
GRESSIONAL STAFF AND A BROAD CROSS SECTION OF INDUSTRY AND 
OTHER GROUPS WITH A VIEW TOWARDS ADOPTING FINAL ADMINISTRA- 
TION AMENDMENTS BY THE TIME CONGRESS RECONVENES NEXT JANU- 
ARY. IF EVENTS OCCUR AS EXPECTED, DEEP SEABED LEGISLATION 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BY A HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE SOMETIME 
DURING THE UPCOMING 7-8 WEEK LOS SESSION STARTING MARCH 28. 
HOWEVER, WE DO NOT EXPECT A BILL TO REACH THE PRESIDENT'S 
DESK UNTIL AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE UP-COMING LOS 
SESSION. 

5. ADDRESSEES MAY USE ABOVE INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE. 
DEPARTMENT WILL SEND A SUMMARY OF ADMINISTRATION'S MORE 
DETAILED POSITION WHEN DEVELOPED. WOULD APPRECIATE TEXT OF 
DRAFT LEGISLATION BEING CONSIDERED BY OTHER STATES. 

VANCE 
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